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PERSONAL DATA 

Vincent Guilamo-Ramos, PhD, MPH, LCSW, RN, ANP-BC, PMHNP-BC, FAAN 

Office Address:   Institute for Policy Solutions, Johns Hopkins School of Nursing 
    555 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW Suite #474L 
    Washington DC, 20001 
    vincentramos@jhu.edu  
EDUCATION 

Professional Education 

Year Degree  Institution Location 
2017 M.S.N. Adult Nurse Practitioner, 

HIV/AIDS Specialization 
Duke University School of Nursing Durham, North Carolina 

2014 A.A.S. Professional Nursing Swedish Institute College of Health 
Sciences 

New York, New York 

2012 M.P.H. Global Health Leadership New York University New York, New York 
 
2000 

 
Ph.D. 

 
Social Welfare 

 
State University of New York at 
Albany School of Social Welfare 

 
Albany, New York 

 
1999 

 
M.S. 

 
Non-Profit Management 
and Public Policy 

 
New York University Robert F. 
Wagner Graduate School of Public 
Service 

 
New York, New York 

 
1995 

 
M.S.W. 

 
Social Work 

 
New York University School of 
Social Work 

 
New York, New York 

 
1993 

 
B.S. 

 
Human Services 

 
The College for Human Services 

 
New York, New York 

Post-Graduate Training 

Year Training  Institution Location 
2020 Post Masters 

Advanced 
Certificate 

Psychiatric Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner 

Adelphi University 
College of Nursing & 
Public Health 
 

Garden City, New 
York 

2018 Clinical 
Fellowship 

Adolescent HIV/AIDS 
Children’s Hospital at 
Montefiore (CHAM) approved 
Adolescent AIDS Program 
Rotation 

Montefiore Medical 
Center Adolescent AIDS 
Program  
Supervising Physician: 
Donna Futterman, MD 

Bronx, New York 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

University of  
 
 

 
 

mailto:vincentramos@jhu.edu


2015 Certificate Short Course: Principles of 
STD/HIV Research 

Washington 
Center for AIDS and STD 

Seattle, 
Washington 

 
2012 

 
Certificate 

 
Short Course: Adolescent 
Health in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries 

 
London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine 

 
London, United 
Kingdom 

 
2009 

 
Certificate 

 
Short Course: Introduction to 
Infectious Disease Modeling 

 
London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine 

 
London, United 
Kingdom 

Certifications 

Dates Active  Certifying Organization 
2020-present Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner American Nurses Credentialing 

Center 
2017-present Adult-Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner American Nurses Credentialing 

Center 
2016-present Basic Life Support (BLS) American Heart Association 
 
2014-present 

 
ACRN-AIDS Certified Registered Nurse 

 
HIV/AIDS Nursing Certification 
Board 

2019-2021 HIV Specialist American Academy of HIV 
Medicine Credentialing Center 

Licenses 
  Expires 
NYS Licensed Clinical Social Worker (LCSW)               07/2025 

NYS Registered Professional Nurse (RN)      07/2026 

NYS Adult Nurse Practitioner (NP)                    07/2026 

NYS Psychiatric Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (PMHNP)  07/2025 

Florida Registered Nurse (RN) 

Florida Adult and Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner (NP) 

 07/2026 

07/2026 

Languages Spoken 

English — Native/Bilingual Fluency 

Spanish — Native/Bilingual Fluency 

 

 

 



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Academic Appointments 

Year Position Institution Location 
2024 - present 
 

Leona B. Carpenter 
Endowed Chair in Health 
Equity and Social 
Determinants of Health 
(Tenured) 
  

Johns Hopkins University 
 
 

Washington, DC 
 

2024 - present Executive Director Institute for Policy Solutions 
Johns Hopkin School of Nursing 

Washington, DC 

2010-present Director/Founder 
 

Center for Latino Adolescent and Family 
Health (CLAFH) 
Johns Hopkins School of Nursing 

Washington, DC 

2021-2023 Dean and Vice Chancellor 
for Nursing Affairs 
 

Duke University School of Nursing 
Duke University Health System 

Durham, North 
Carolina 

2021-2023 Bessie Baker Distinguished 
Professor (Tenured) 

Duke University School of Nursing 
School of Medicine Departments of Infectious 
Diseases & Family Medicine and Community 
Health 
 

Durham, North 
Carolina 

2019-2021 Associate Vice Provost of 
Mentoring and Outreach 
Programs 
 

New York University 
Provost’s Office 

New York, New 
York 

2013-2021 Center Core Director 
 

Pilot Projects & Mentoring Core  
Center for Drug Use and HIV Research 
(CDUHR), NIDA P30 Center 
New York University 
College of Global Public Health 
 

New York, New 
York 

2010-2021 Professor (Tenured) New York University  
Silver School of Social Work 
College of Global Public Health (Appointed 
2012) 
Rory Meyers College of Nursing (Appointed 
2016) 
 

New York, New 
York 

2011-2016 Director, Ph.D. Program New York University  
Silver School of Social Work 
 

New York, New 
York 



2010-2013 Senior Investigator Center for Drug Use and HIV Research 
(CDUHR), NIDA P30 Center, New York 
University 
 

New York New 
York 

2005-2010 Associate Professor 
(Tenured 2007) 

Columbia University, 
School of Social Work 
 

New York, New 
York 

2005-2006 Non-Resident Visiting 
Faculty Scholar 

Tbilisi State University  
Department of Psychology and Social Work 
International Higher Education Support 
Program, Open Society Institute 

Tbilisi, Georgia 

2001-2005 Assistant Professor Columbia University 
School of Social Work and Mailman School of 
Public Health 
Heilbrunn Department of Population and 
Family Health 

New York, New 
York 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

Year Award 
 

2023 Inducted Member, North Carolina Institute of Medicine (NCIOM) 
Inducted as a member of the NCIOM in 2023 in recognition of individual leadership in 
health care and public health across North Carolina.  
 

2023 The Great 100 Nurses in NC 
Awarded in recognition of how well an individual promotes and advances the 
profession of nursing in their practice setting and/or community while demonstrating 
integrity, honesty, and accountability in addition to a commitment to patients, families, 
and colleagues.  
 

2022 Aspen Health Innovators Fellow, Aspen Institute 
Accepted into the Aspen Health Innovators Class of 2022 for exemplary work in 
developing cutting-edge approaches to improve the health and well-bring of 
Americans. 
 

2020 Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing 
Inducted into the American Academy of Nursing for significant contributions to the 
advancement of adolescent sexual reproductive health policy, practice, and science 
through impactful research and effective nursing leadership and advocacy.  
 

2019 New York State Department of Health Commissioner’s Special Recognition Award 
Awarded in recognition of an individual for their commitment, contribution, and 
response to improving and promoting the health and well-being of New Yorkers. This 
specific award is in response to his work on behalf of youth living with and at risk for 
HIV infection in New York City and New York State. 
 



2017 Hispanic Health Leadership Award 
Awarded in recognition for improving the health of Hispanics and other underserved 
populations. National Hispanic Health Foundation (NHHF) is a nonprofit foundation of 
the national Hispanic medical association (NHMA). NHHF’s mission is to improve the 
health of Hispanics and others underserved through research, education and 
charitable activities and are guided by a distinguished board of leaders in healthcare. 
 

2016 Institute for Community Living (ICL) Leadership Award  
Awarded at the 30th Annual ICL Gala, in recognition of outstanding leadership through 
working with underserved communities in New York City. ICL is a non-profit 
organization that assists individuals and families affected by or at risk of mental illness 
or developmental disabilities to aid them in recovery and participation in community 
living. 
 

2016 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Faculty Award 
Awarded to outstanding faculty who exemplify the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
through teaching excellence, leadership, social justice activism, and community 
building. 
 

2016 Presidential Leadership Scholars Program 
Graduated the Presidential Leadership Scholars Program, an initiative that draws upon 
the U.S. presidential centers of Lyndon B. Johnson, George H.W. Bush, William J. 
Clinton, and George W. Bush. These presidential centers have partnered to bring 
together outstanding scholars and leaders to shape progress in confronting pressing 
national social, health, and civic challenges.  
 

2015 Fellow of American Academy of Social Work and Social Welfare 
Inducted into the honorific society of distinguished scholars and practitioners for 
dedication to achieving excellence in the field of social welfare through high-impact 
work that advances social good. 
 

2015 CSWE/SAGE Award for Innovative Teaching in Social Work Education 
Awarded to recognize innovative teaching in social work education 
Council on Social Work Education.  
 

2015 NYU NIA Faculty Award 
Awarded to a faculty member who has dedicated their time to support New York 
University students’ co-curricular endeavors around diversity and social justice. 
 

2011 NYU Silver School Dorothy Height Award 
Awarded in recognition and appreciation of outstanding service and commitment to 
social justice and advancing the diversity agenda of the school. 
Students of Color Collective (SOCC), New York University Silver School of Social Work 
 

2007 Latino Social Work Leadership Award  
Awarded to recognize contributions to the social work profession and Latino 
Community. 
Latino Social Work Task Force, Puerto Rican Family Institute, Inc. New York, NY 



 
2006 Lo Mejor de Nuestra Comunidad Award 

Awarded in honor of significant contributions to the health and well-being of the 
Puerto Rican community. 
Comité Noviembre, New York, NY  
 

2001 Distinguished Dissertation Award 
Dissertation title: “HIV Risk Behavior, Family and Latino Youth” 
State University of New York at Albany 
 

1997-2000 NIMH Pre-Doctoral Training Fellowship 
Council on Social Work Education 

RESEARCH 

Current Sponsored Projects 

2024 – 2027  The Johns Hopkins Nursing Science Incubator for SDOH Solutions (N-SISS): Preparing 
Innovators to Eliminate Health Inequities and Redesign Health,  
Funded by the National Institute of Nursing Research (NINR). 
Total Cost: $810,000 (MPI: Guilamo-Ramos & Farley) 
 
N-SISS will leverage Johns Hopkins University’s extensive research and training 
infrastructure as well as the program directors’ national network of health equity 
researchers to strengthen the scientific nursing workforce’s capacity to conduct 
impactful, innovative SDOH research to eliminate health inequities and redesign 
health. 
 

2024 – 2029  Community Screening, Intervention, and Navigation to Substance Use Prevention 
and Treatment Services to Eliminate Behavioral Health Inequities, funded by the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA). 
Total Cost: $4,967,269 (MPI: Guilamo-Ramos and Benzekri)  
 
This project will implement a Community Screening and Linkage to Substance Use 
Services program in Mott Haven, NYC. Our project represents a comprehensive 
multicomponent community-based approach that integrates (1) the scale-up of a 
culturally and developmentally appropriate Community SBIRT model that offers a 
comprehensive set of behavioral health services directly in families’ immediate 
context—their household; and (2) Multi-Sectoral Partnerships that leverage 
protective family influences to reduce the onset/progression of substance use and 
increase sustainable community capacity and systems trustworthiness for 
responding to behavioral health needs in the long term.  

 
2023-2028 

 
Development and Evaluation of a Multilevel, Socio-Culturally Contextualized Digital 
Health Decision Intervention to Reduce Medical Mistrust and Improve 
Status-Neutral HIV Service Use among HLMSM, funded by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC).    
Total Cost: $2,500,000.00 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 



This two-phased research study will conduct mixed-methods formative research 
and a 3-arm parallel explanatory randomized controlled trial to develop and 
evaluate a multilevel digital health intervention aimed at addressing medical 
mistrust and HIV service trustworthiness to improve status-neutral HIV service use 
among Hispanic/Latino gay, bisexual and other men who have sex with men 
(HLMSM).  

  
2022-2027 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RCT of a parent-focused intervention to reduce HIV risk in adolescent MSM, funded 
by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and Mental Health (NIMH). 
Total Cost: $2,408,520 (Co-I: Guilamo-Ramos)  
 
Gay and bisexual youth make up 80% of all new HIV infections among adolescents 
ages 14-19 in the United States, yet interventions to improve sexual health 
outcomes in these youth are extremely limited. Our team has developed an 
intervention to reduce HIV risk for gay and bisexual youth by working with their 
parents to improve the ways parents communicate with their sons about sexual 
health. We propose to deliver our intervention to parents of gay and bisexual teens 
ages 14-19 and to test whether it helps their sons by reducing sexual risks and 
increasing HIV testing. 

2020-2024 Families Talking Together: A Family-Based Approach to Promote Sexual Delay and 
Strengthen the Evidence Base for Sexual Risk Avoidance Education, funded by the 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF). 
Total Cost: $1,336,071 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
This randomized controlled trial will evaluate the effectiveness of a novel, delivery 
mechanism for Families Talking Together Plus (FTT+), a family-based, online 
adolescent prevention intervention designed to promote adolescent sexual and 
reproductive health. Families randomized to the experimental condition   
will work with community health workers who will be trained as “life opportunity 
coaches” to deliver FTT+.    
 

Completed Sponsored Projects 
 
2018-2023 A Father-Son Intervention to Reduce Risk Behavior and Inequality of Life Chances 

among Black and Latino Youth, funded by the William T. Grant Foundation. Fathers 
Raising Responsible Men (FRRM) is a novel father-son intervention designed to 
reduce adolescent risk behavior and improve future life chances.   
Total cost: $600,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
This intervention draws on a theoretical framework of paternal influence designed 
to foster improved life chances thereby reducing inequality among adolescent 
males of color. The goal of this study is to reduce adolescent risk behavior by 
building capacity among father-son dyads for effective communication, greater 
father involvement, father role modeling related to the meaning of “manhood” and 
recognition of fathers as a lever to shape adolescent males’ future goals and 
aspirations.   
 



2020-2023 A Nurse-Community Health Worker-Family Partnership Model to Increase COVID-
19 Testing in Urban Underserved and Vulnerable Communities, funded by the 
National Institutes of Health (NIH).  
Total Cost: $4,817,346 (MPI: Guilamo-Ramos and Hagan) 
 
This project aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of an innovative Nurse-
Community Health Worker (CHW)-Family Partnership intervention designed to 
promote COVID-19 testing uptake, adoption of COVID-19 control measures, and 
mutual aid capacity at the household level. Endorsed by community members, 
this project extends the Nurse-Family Partnership model, which has been shown 
to be effective in improving maternal and child health outcomes, to include 
CHWs who will provide culturally-appropriate support to families, addressing 
stigma, medical mistrust, and other common barriers to engagement in COVID-
19 testing and prevention for underserved communities and socially vulnerable 
populations.   

  
2021-2023  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2012-2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLAFH Institute for Latinx Leadership Development in HIV, funded by ViiV 
Healthcare. 
Total Cost: $300,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos and Hagan) 
 
This project aimed to build leadership and strengthen Latinx-led organizations 
and coalitions nationally through the Instituto Latinx del Desarrollo Integral de 
Líderes Empoderados contra el SIDA (Instituto DILES; Latinx Comprehensive 
Development of Empowered Leaders against AIDS Institute [DILES (Tell Them) 
Institute]) that will develop a network of Latinx leaders for high-impact 
contributions towards ending the HIV epidemic among Latinx men. Three 
cohorts of DILES fellows (n=15 per cohort per year) will be enrolled and will 
receive empirically-grounded training and mentorship in four core HIV 
leadership competencies: (1) technical knowledge in HIV epidemiology and the 
Latinx HIV treatment continuum; (2) leadership skills in 
management/supervision, strategy, network analysis/development, and 
effective communication styles for advocacy; (3) personal leadership qualities in 
reflective leadership/stigma reduction, positionality, and commitment to 
continued personal development; and (4) supportive networks and connections 
between Latinx leaders nationally.   
 
Pilot Project and Mentoring Core, Center for Drug Use and HIV Research P30 
Center, Core Director, funded by NIDA. CDUHR is a P30 research center that 
addresses emerging challenges of the HIV epidemic by enhancing 
interdisciplinary research on HIV/AIDS and related infectious diseases among 
drug users.  
Total cost: $1,345,967 (PI Pilot and Mentoring Core: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
Dr. Guilamo-Ramos directs the Pilot Project and Mentoring Core, which 
promotes pilot testing of innovative research in the field of HIV/AIDS and 
substance use and seeks to increase the involvement and mentoring of 
underrepresented and early career investigators in the field. The Core will foster 
opportunities for mentorship and support for new or early-stage investigators 



 
 
 
2020-2021 
 

(those within 10 years of doctoral studies completion) by drawing on a 
conceptually-driven framework based on the empirical literature on mentoring.  
 
Educate, Test, and Navigate (ETN): A Comprehensive Peer-based Approach to HIV 
and Substance Misuse Prevention and Treatment Navigation for Minority Youth, 
funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA). 
Total Cost: $1,000,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The project aimed to utilize Educate, Test, and Navigate (ETN), a comprehensive 
peer-based approach to HIV and substance misuse prevention and treatment 
navigation for minority youth in NYC’s South Bronx, the country’s poorest 
congressional district and a hotspot for HIV and substance misuse. The project’s 
overall goal is to provide developmentally appropriate services to AYA at the 
highest risk for HIV and SUDs through training and education about substance 
misuse and HIV, opportunities for testing and screening, and connections to 
service provisions for individuals at risk of or living with HIV and/or SUDs.  
 

2019-2021 
 

Community Coalitions for Youth and Family Wellbeing, funded by SAMHSA. 
Underage drinking and opioid use represent urgent national prevention 
priorities.  
Total cost: $1,500,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
This project aimed to implement and evaluate the impact of a community-wide 
evidence-based alcohol and opioid prevention program in the country’s poorest 
congressional district and ‘hotspot’ for underage drinking and opioid 
overdoses—the South Bronx, NYC. Project activities at the individual, family, and 
community level are designed to saturate the target community and achieve 
sustained long-term change.  
 

2019-2020 Elevating Youth and Family Voices to Improve HIV Care: A Stigma Reduction 
Approach, funded by ViiV Healthcare.  
Total Cost: $50,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
This project aimed to implement a series of educational workshops designed to 
elevate the voices of AYA living with HIV and their families in order to inform the 
development of innovative and replicable models for culturally and 
developmentally appropriate HIV primary health care. The workshops will elicit 
AYA and parent/caregiver perspectives regarding barriers and facilitators of 
retention in HIV care and adherence to ART; the impact of intersectional stigma 
and discrimination on HIV treatment outcomes, identity formation, and overall 
wellbeing; and the role of family members in supporting HIV care management, 
coping capacity, and resilience.  
 

2018-2019 Supporting HIV Testing, Linkage, and Retention in Care for Key Populations of the 
Dominican Republic, funded by the MAC AIDS Fund.  
Total cost: $75,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 



We implemented a comprehensive HIV-testing and risk-reduction intervention in 
the Dominican Republic that addressed major barriers to testing, linkage and 
retention to care. We focused on the city of Sosua, a global sex tourism 
destination. The research model involved training sex workers to serve as 
community health workers (CHWs) to deliver the “seek, test, treat, and retain 
model” (STTR).   
 

2015-2018 Fathers Raising Responsible Men: Teen Pregnancy Prevention for Adolescent 
Males, funded by CDC.  
Total cost: $2,320,020 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
This project aimed to develop, evaluate, and disseminate a teen pregnancy, STI, 
and HIV prevention program specifically designed for ethnic minority adolescent 
males. This intervention was designed to facilitate important paternal parenting 
behaviors that influence adolescent decision-making. We used a novel, 
theoretically-based intervention highlighting the important and influential role 
that fathers have on the development of adolescent males. The goal of this study 
was to reduce adolescent male sexual risk behavior and to further develop the 
scientific evidence and intervention options targeted specifically to the teen 
pregnancy prevention needs of ethnic minority adolescent males.  
 

2014-2017 Alcohol Use Among Mexican Youth along the U.S.–Mexico Border Region, funded 
by NIAAA.  
Total cost: $363,392 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The project examined how recent economic transitions, governmental policies, 
social and familial processes shape Mexican adolescent alcohol use, utilizing an 
integrated micro and macro level framework to understand alcohol consumption 
among adolescents residing along the U.S. Mexico border. As rapid social, 
economic and political transitions greatly impact the U.S. population, the 
research addresses the implications of transitional contexts on individual 
vulnerability to alcohol use and related adolescent risk behaviors. The long-term 
goal of the research is to inform alcohol interventions targeting border youth and 
increase understanding of how transitional contextual processes influence risk 
behaviors in the current global environment.  
 

2010-2016 Affective Influences on Adolescent Sexual Risk Behavior: Couple & Family 
Contexts, funded by the National Institute of Child Health and Development 
(NICHD).  
Total cost: $3,408,026 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The project studied Latino and African American adolescents, their parents and 
their romantic partners, in order to gain a better understanding of the relevant 
dynamics surrounding adolescent sexual risk behavior. The aim of the research 
was to gain insight into the bases of adolescent sexual risk behavior by taking into 
account the family contexts and the couple contexts that affect sexual risky 
behavior. This knowledge can be used to inform the design of parent-based 



prevention interventions to address risk behavior, as well as other forms of 
intervention, such as school-based programs.   
 

2014-2016 Psychosocial Service Utilization & Engagement in Care among Black and Latino 
Male Youth, funded by the Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI), NYU 
Langone Medical Center. Black and Latino young males in the Bronx experience 
extreme disparities across health and social welfare outcomes commonly linked 
with mental health and psychosocial disorders.  
Total cost: $50,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The primary aims of the project were to develop scientifically grounded evidence-
based best practice guidelines to promote the engagement and retention of black 
and Latino male youth and address unmet mental health and psychosocial well-
being needs of a historically underserved population in critical need of care.  
 

2015-2016 HIV Testing Among Key Populations in the Dominican Republic, funded by the 
MAC AIDS Fund.  
Total cost: $100,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The project implemented a comprehensive HIV testing and risk reduction 
intervention in the Dominican Republic (DR) that addresses major barriers to 
testing and linkage to care. The overall goal was to increase HIV testing uptake 
among sex workers in tourism areas of the DR. We used a novel community 
participatory model by training sex workers to serve as community health 
workers to conduct outreach and deliver the program. Through this strategy, we 
accessed high-risk contexts where sex workers are concentrated. The anticipated 
result was an increase in HIV testing rates and protective health behaviors among 
sex workers in the Puerto Plata province where the majority of the area is rural 
and tourism is high.   
 

2010-2016 Reducing Sexual Risk Behavior: A Clinic Based Approach, funded by the National 
Institute of Child Health and Development (NICHD).  
Total Cost: $3,181,450 
 
The study sought to test and refine a parent-based intervention designed to 
prevent adolescent sexual risk behavior in Latino and African American inner-city 
populations. The intervention used a novel outreach approach relative to extant 
parent-based interventions. Specifically, the intervention took place in a primary 
healthcare clinic and was coordinated through allied health professionals when 
physicians see adolescents for their annual physical examinations. The overall 
goal of the research program was to further develop and evaluate a practical, 
effective, and cost-efficient parent intervention that can be used in healthcare 
settings that will reach large numbers of parents and prevent and/or reduce 
future adolescent sexual risk behavior. 
 

2013-2014  Families Talking Together: Preventing HIV/AIDS among At-Risk Dominican and 
Haitian Youth, funded by the MAC AIDS Fund 
Total Cost: $50,000 



The proposed project delivered an effective, family HIV prevention program 
designed to reduce the risk of HIV/AIDS among adolescents in Sosúa, DR. We 
tailored and implemented the Families Talking Together (FTT) program, which has 
been shown to significantly reduce rates of transitioning to sexual activity among 
Latino youth in high prevalence communities in the US. To best reach families in 
the Dominican Republic, we offered FTT through a community health worker, 
home-delivery approach while incorporating specialized content to address the 
unique health needs of youth in tourism areas. 
 

2012-2014 Latino Male Adolescent Well-Being: The Role of Fathers in Disadvantaged 
Communities, funded by the New York Community Trust: Silberman Fund Faculty 
Grant Program.  
Total cost: $40,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
This research sought to understand how Latino fathers in the South Bronx 
influence the well-being of their adolescent male children in the current macro-
social context of widening income disparities and increased immigration. The 
study was novel in that little research had explored the unique role of fathers in 
buffering the effects of economic and immigration-related inequities among their 
adolescent sons. Collected data was used to inform social work delivery by 
informing the design of targeted, evidence-based prevention interventions to 
improve the health and well-being of Latino males, such as Mayor Bloomberg’s 
Young Men’s Initiative.  
  

2009-2014 Under Age Drinking in Latino Youth, funded by NIH. This research was a 
longitudinal study of young Latinos and their mothers.  
Total cost: $2,275,000 (Co-I: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The primary aim of the proposed research was to examine how individual, 
cultural, and parental/familial factors contribute to drinking behavior among 
Latino youth. Specifically, we sought to understand the emergence of drinking 
activity during two crucial transitional periods (from grades 7 to 8 and then from 
grades 8 to 9).  
 

2011-2012 HIV Transmission and Illicit Drug Use in a Caribbean Tourism Area, University of 
Global Public Health Research Challenge Fund, pilot funding from New York 
University.  
Total cost: $15,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos)    
 
The primary aim of this project was to describe the role of illicit drug use in a 
tourism area of the Dominican Republic (DR). The research was significant in that 
it sought to examine an important risk factor for HIV transmission- illicit drug use, 
which had been neglected by current HIV prevention science efforts in the 
Caribbean.   
 

2009-2011 Network Determinants of Risk among Formerly Incarcerated Latino Men, funded 
by the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH).  
Total cost: $1,000,000 (Multiple PI: Guilamo-Ramos and Muñoz-Laboy) 



The primary aim of the research study was to examine the familial and social 
network factors of drug use and sexual risk behavior among formerly incarcerated 
Latino men (FILM) in order to develop a network-based intervention to reduce 
HIV and sexually transmitted infections.  
 

2008-2011 High-Use Alcohol Venues: Tourism, Sex Work and HIV in the Dominican Republic, 
funded by the National Institutes on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA).  
Total cost: $430,000 (Multiple PI: Guilamo-Ramos and Padilla) 
 
The primary aim was to examine factors associated with tourism, alcohol use and 
HIV-related sexual behaviors in Sosúa, a major international tourist destination in 
the Dominican Republic affected by high rates of alcohol and drug use, 
transactional sex, and population mixing between native Dominicans and 
tourists.  
 

2005-2011 Family and Cultural Influences on Sex among Latino Youth, funded by CDC.  
Total cost: $1,506,333 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The primary aim of the research was to examine factors associated with sexual 
risk taking in Latino youth. The project sought to examine social, familial, and 
cultural forces that impact adolescent sexual decision making among a sample of 
Mexican, Puerto Rican, and Dominican youth.  
 

2008-2009 Reducing Teen Risky Behavior: A Clinic-Based Approach, funded by NIMH.  
Total cost: $470,925 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The primary aim of this study was to further develop and pilot test a parent-based 
intervention, Families Talking Together, designed to reduce adolescent sexual risk 
behavior among Latino and African American youth using a clinic-based approach. 
Evidence from this study has led to DHHS endorsement of FTT in its registry of 
effective teen pregnancy prevention interventions.  
 

2008-2009 Reducing Adolescent HIV-Infection in Maharashtra, India: A Family-Based 
Approach, funded by Mental Health and the Indian Council of Medical Research: 
Administrative Supplements for U.S.-India Bilateral Collaborative Research on the 
Prevention of HIV/AIDS.  
Total cost: $76,200 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The project was a collaborative relationship between faculty at the Schools of 
Social Work at the Tata Institute of Social Sciences in Mumbai, India and at 
Columbia University in New York, NY. The project conducted formative research 
with families in rural communities of Maharashtra, India related to the design and 
development of a family-based HIV prevention intervention to reduce 
vulnerability to HIV-infection among rural Indian youth aged 14 – 18 years old.  
 

2007-2009 Reducing Adolescent Sexual Risk Behavior and Vulnerability to HIV-Infection in the 
Dominican Republic: A Parent-Based Approach, funded by Columbia University: 



Diversity Initiative Research Fellowship, Diversity Funds in the Professional 
Schools; Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race; Institute for Latin American 
Studies.  
Total cost: $30,450 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The project was an extension of the PI’s research on parental influences on 
adolescent sexual risk behavior with Dominican families in New York, NY.  The 
project conducted formative qualitative and quantitative studies with mothers 
and adolescents residing in the Dominican Republic. The data was utilized to 
secure National Institutes of Health funding to develop a parent-based 
intervention to prevent sexual risk behavior among Dominican youth ages 11-15.   
 

2006-2008 Developing A Clinic-Based Parent-Adolescent Sexual Risk Reduction Intervention, 
Subcontract with the Collaborative HIV-Prevention Research in Minority 
Communities Program, Center for AIDS Prevention Studies, University of 
California, San Francisco, funded by the National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development.  
Total cost: $25,000 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The objective of this project was to conduct formative qualitative research with 
healthcare providers and African American and Latino families to assess feasibility 
issues related to conducting a parent-based intervention in a primary healthcare 
setting.  
 

2001-2007 Building Quality Parent Components for School Based Health Programs, funded by 
CDC – Division of Adolescent and School Health.  
Total cost: $4,270,871 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The goal of this project was to develop and evaluate a parent-based intervention 
that can be used with existing school-based programs designed to prevent or 
reduce sexual risk behavior or prevent or reduce tobacco use in young 
adolescents. The project focused on a middle school aged sample of African 
American and Latino youth.  
 

2000-2001 HIV Risk Behavior, Family, and Latino Youth, funded by NIMH – Office of AIDS 
Research.  
Total cost: $25,018 (PI: Guilamo-Ramos) 
 
The aim of this project was to yield new insights into the role of the family and 
acculturation in the prediction and understanding of a range of adolescent risk 
behaviors related to HIV transmission.  
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